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SʼCOOL Anniversary!

•  Jan. 13, 2009 marked the 12th anniversary of 
the first SʼCOOL observation

•  Updated website look (still in progress) with 
thanks to Jay Madigan and Tim Marvel

•  Held webcast with multi-lingual intro from 
CERES team

•  Next year:  Teaching from 
Space?



What is SʼCOOL?

•  Education and Public Outreach arm of CERES
•  Backbone of Terra/Aqua formal education effort
•  A simple way to involve K-12 students in 

authentic science
•  A source of validation data for the CERES cloud 

retrievals

http://scool.larc.nasa.gov 



SʼCOOL Project
•  > 76,000 observations from 54 countries and all 50 
states 
•  45 % from outside the US (77% US participants) 
•  > 2,800 registered participants from 78 countries 

Map as of April 2009



Countries “Top Five”
 US  55%
 Colombia 13%
 Argentina 6%
 France  6%
 Taiwan  4%

Impact Measures 
•  ~300 requests for SʼCOOL materials since Oct. 
2008 (3-fold increase!)

States “Top Five”
 PA  22%
 VA  9%
 PR  6%
 CA  5%
 NH  5%

States “Bottom Five”
 DC              12
 Virgin Islands  9
 Guam   6
 Delaware  4
 Northern Marianas 0



Impact Measures (contʼd) 

•  > 44,500 satellite correspondences (716 match both)
•  For 58% of ground observations 

•  >2,800 registered participants
•  38% submitted data

•  78 countries
•  data from 55 
countries (70%)

•  84 registrations in January
 New record!  

Database of observations - as of April 15, 2009
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SʼCOOL Presentations 
Since Oct. 2008

• NSTA Regional, 
Cincinnati, OH
• NSTA Regional, Portland, 

OR (Ambassador:  Denise 
Thompson)
• NOAA, Silver Springs, MD
• CIAA via DLN, Charlotte, 

NC
• CHROME Club at Bruton 

HS, York County, VA



SʼCOOL Presentations 
Since Oct. 2008 (Contʼd)

• Future CERES instruments on NOAA 
spacecraft

• Seminar at NOAA lead to ideas for synergy
• NWS awareness weeks
•  remote reporting at different sites
• Teacher at Sea program
• Possible connection with the Girl/Boy scouts, 

4H



New Experiences
Skype-based video-conference with a school in 
Colombia



New to SʼCOOL:  Roving Observations

http://asd-www.larc.nasa.gov/Rover

289 reports to date

Tuesday 
12:41 am Terra overpass
2:24 pm  Aqua overpass
Wednesday
11:47 am Terra Overpass
 1:29 pm  Aqua Overpass
Thursday 
12:29 pm Terra Overpass
 2:12 pm  Aqua overpass



New to SʼCOOL:  Roving Observations



A True SʼCOOL Rover

http://www.aroundtheamericas.com

The Around the Americas 
Project:

An Educational Adventure to 
Protect Our Ocean Home 

June 2009 
To

June 2010



A True SʼCOOL Rover
• Steel-hulled, 64-foot sailing vessel 
Ocean Watch
• Full time crew of four including:

• Journalist
• Documentary filmmaker

• Also
• Pacific Science Center educator
• Ocean and Atmospheric scientists

• Instruments from:
• UW Applied Physics Laboratory 
(APL)
• Joint Institute for the Study of the 
Atmosphere and Ocean (JISAO)
• MIT SeaGrant 

• SʼCOOL Observations!



SʼCOOL in the Field

•  FIRST team to do SʼCOOL observations 
during field campaign in Atacama 
Desert, Chile

Your photo here!



SʼCOOL Needs YOU!

•  Make SʼCOOL Rover observations!
•  Participants in every state and >75 countries

–  Offer to serve as a resource to a local teacher
–  Arrange a SʼCOOL visit when traveling
–  Provide SʼCOOL info to teachers you know

•  Presentation materials available, with script 
suggestions

•  Help with translation of materials 
•  Serve as resource for scientific content 

questions sent in by participants
•  Analyze some data!



Future of SʼCOOL

•  New Senior Review Process for EPO
•  Workshop June 8-10 will ALL missions
•  Goal is an integrated EPO plan across 

missions

•  ? Future of SʼCOOL uncertain ?


